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SELECTION CRITERIA FOR THE SEOUL 2026 WORLD BOCCIA CHAMPIONSHIPS

Criteria used by the World Boccia Referees Committee to select the International Referees (IRs) for
the Seoul 2026 World Boccia Championships

1. For the 22 places (Head Referee, Assistant Head Referee, and 20 IRs needed as Court Referees) the
Committee will use a percentage based on the total number of IRs from each region. There were 128
IRs from around the world nominated in 2025 of whom 58 were from Europe; 41 from Asia & Oceania;
28 from the Americas; and 1 from Africa.

1.1 Based on the percentages:
e 9 |Rs will be selected from Europe Region
e 7 IRs will be selected from Asia-Oceania Region
o 5 |Rs will be selected from Americas Region

e 1 [Rs will be selected from the African Region

If for any reason there are not a sufficient number of suitable referees nominated from a region, the
numbers will be amended accordingly.

2. The Head Referee and Assistant Head Referee will be selected using the following criteria:

e Must have had experience in the position of Head Referee and Assistant Head Referee within
the last 2 years

e To be from different Regions. ldeally, they should be from different nations to the Technical
Delegate and the Assistant Technical Delegate. However, as a minimum the Technical
Delegate and the Head Referee should not be from the same nation and no more than 2 of
the 4 should be from the same nation.

e Must be fluent in spoken and written English.
e To be considered excellent IRs as viewed by the World Boccia Referees Committee

e Must demonstrate respect for the IRs as well as being respected by the IRs

e Must have respect for the athletes, sport assistants, and coaches
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3. Selection of IRs will be determined by:

e Experience —to have taken the IR Course no later than 2019 and to have refereed at
international (and National) competitions in the years following

e Their level of proficiency as a Court Referee (based on Head Referee reports,

e evaluations and any feedback from Technical Delegates)

e A mix of IRs who have been to previous World Championships and those who have
not refereed at a World Championships. This will allow IRs with previous World
Championship experience to be mentors for those IRs who will be attending a World
Championship for the first time.

4. Selection Process.

All eligible IRs who are nominated will be listed according to their regions. The Head Referee and
Assistant Head Referee will be selected first.

Once it was known which Regions they are from, the numbers of IRs needed from those regions will
be adjusted accordingly and the required numbers, plus alternates, will be selected from each region
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